Growth and photosynthetic characteristics of slow growing P. popularis (Pp) and fast growing P. alba × P. glandulosa (Pg) plants exposed to 0, 5 or 10 mM NH 4 NO 3 (N). The root length (cm), biomass (g DW) of total roots (Root), dry weight (g DW) gains of wood, bark, and leaf after the N treatment, leaf area (cm 2 ) and specific leaf area (cm 2 g -1 DW) of leaves formed during the N treatment period, CO 2 assimilation rate (A, µmol CO 2 m -2 s -1 ), instantaneous photosynthetic nitrogen use efficiency (PNUE i , 10 6 µmol CO 2 mg -1 N s -1 ), stomatal conductance ( Table S3 PCA of growth, photosynthesis related parameters, soluble sugars and sugar alcohols of slow growing P. popularis (Pp) and fast growing P. alba × P. glandulosa (Pg) exposed to 0, 5 or 10 mM NH 4 NO 3 . Table S4 PCA of transcript changes of representative genes involved in N transport and assimilation in roots and leaves of slow growing P. popularis (Pp) and fast growing P. alba × P. glandulosa (Pg) exposed to 0, 5 or 10 mM NH 4 NO 3 . PCA plot was also presented here. In PCA plot, data points 1-3: roots of Pp exposed to 0, 5 and 10 mM NH 4 NO 3 , respectively; 4-6:
roots of Pg exposed to 0, 5 and 10 mM NH 4 NO 3 , respectively; 7-9: leaves of Pp exposed to 0, 5 and 10 mM NH 4 NO 3 , respectively; 10-12: leaves of Pg exposed to 0, 5 and 10 mM NH 4 NO 3 , respectively. Table S5 N concentrations (mg g -1 DW) and amounts (mg) in wood, bark and leaves below the mark for N treatment of the slow growing P. popularis (Pp) and the fast growing P. alba × P. glandulosa (Pg) exposed to 0, 5 or 10 
